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§ 187. Separability 

If any provision of this subchapter or applica-
tion thereof to any person or circumstance is 
held invalid, the remainder of such sections and 
the application of such provision to other per-
sons or circumstances shall not be affected 
thereby. 

(May 20, 1926, ch. 347, § 207, as added Apr. 10, 1936, 
ch. 166, 49 Stat. 1191.) 

§ 188. Authorization of appropriations 

There is authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary for expenditure by the 
Mediation Board in carrying out the provisions 
of this chapter. 

(May 20, 1926, ch. 347, § 208, as added Apr. 10, 1936, 
ch. 166, 49 Stat. 1191.) 

CHAPTER 9—RETIREMENT OF RAILROAD 
EMPLOYEES 

SUBCHAPTER I—RAILROAD RETIREMENT ACT OF 
1934 

Sec. 

201 to 214. Omitted or Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER II—RAILROAD RETIREMENT ACT 
OF 1935 

215 to 228. Omitted. 

SUBCHAPTER III—RAILROAD RETIREMENT ACT 
OF 1937 

228a to 228z–1. Omitted or Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—RAILROAD RETIREMENT ACT 
OF 1974 

231. Definitions. 
231a. Annuity eligibility requirements. 

(a) Individuals eligible for annuities; dis-
ability standards; proof of con-
tinued disability. 

(b) Individuals eligible for supplemental 
annuities. 

(c) Spouses eligible for annuities. 
(d) Survivors eligible for annuities. 
(e) Compensated service; rights to re-

turn. 
(f) Deductions on account of work. 
(g) Employment compensation of sur-

vivors; deductions. 
(h) Military service; reductions. 

231b. Computation of annuities. 
(a) Amount. 
(b) Increased annuities under subsection 

(a). 
(c), (d) Repealed. 
(e) Supplemental annuities. 
(f) Reductions in annuities. 
(g) Increased annuities under subsection 

(b). 
(h) Increased annuities under subsections 

(a) and (b). 
(i) Years of service. 
(j) Average monthly compensation. 

(k) Employee representatives. 
(l) Reductions for increased annuities. 

(m) Reductions due to monthly social se-
curity payments. 

231c. Computation of spouse and survivor annu-
ities. 

(a) Amount of spouses’ annuities; age. 
(b) Increases in spouses’ annuities in ac-

cordance with section 231b(b), (c), 
(d) of this title. 

(c) Reductions in spouses’ annuities. 

Sec. 

(d) Increases in spouses’ annuities in ac-
cordance with section 231b(g) of this 
title. 

(e) Increases in particular spouses’ annu-
ities. 

(f) Amount of survivors’ annuities; age; 
entitlement. 

(g) Increases in survivor’s annuities in 
accordance with subsection (f). 

(h) Increases in particular widows’ and 
widowers’ annuities. 

(i) Reductions in survivors’ annuities. 
231d. Annuity beginning and ending dates. 

(a) Annuities under section 231a of this 
title. 

(b) Applications for payment. 
(c) Individual’s entitlement. 

231e. Lump sum payments. 
(a) Eligible annuities; applications; re-

version; determination of status of 
recipient. 

(b) Payments in accordance with Rail-
road Retirement Act of 1937 and So-
cial Security Act. 

(c) Payments in the absence of further 
benefits. 

(d) Payments to recipients ineligible for 
certain other annuities. 

(e) Additional lump sum payment in cer-
tain cases. 

231f. Railroad Retirement Board. 
(a) Administration. 
(b) Powers and duties. 
(c) Sources of payments; adjustments. 
(d) Hospital insurance benefits; certified 

beneficiaries; disability insurance 
benefits; services in Canada; ex-
change of information. 

(e) Acceptance of gifts and bequests. 
(f) Congressional copies of documents 

submitted or transmitted to Presi-
dent or Office of Management and 
Budget. 

231f–1. Annual actuarial report. 
231g. Court jurisdiction. 
231h. Returns of compensation; conclusiveness. 
231i. Erroneous payments. 

(a) Recovery. 
(b) Adjustments. 
(c) Decision not to recover. 
(d) Liability of officers. 

231j. Waiver of annuities. 
231k. Incompetence. 
231l. Penalties. 
231m. Assignability; exemption from levy. 
231n. Railroad Retirement Account. 

(a) Maintenance of account; authoriza-
tion of appropriations. 

(b) Authorization of appropriations; mili-
tary service costs and administra-
tive expenses. 

(c) Maintenance of Railroad Retirement 
Supplemental Account; authoriza-
tion of appropriations. 

(d) Dual Benefits Payments Account. 
(e) Investments. 
(f) Actuarial Advisory Committee. 
(g) Annual report. 
(h) Authorization of appropriations; ad-

ministrative expenses of sub-
chapter. 

(i) Crediting of accounts for unnegoti-
ated benefit checks. 

231n–1. Social Security Equivalent Benefit Account. 
(a) Establishment. 
(b) Transfers, etc., to Social Security 

Equivalent Benefit Account. 
(c) Availability and transfer of funds. 
(d) Transfers from Railroad Retirement 

Account to Social Security Equiva-
lent Benefit Account; retransfer. 
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Sec. 

(e) Applicability of section 231n. 
(f) References to Railroad Retirement 

Account deemed references to So-
cial Security Equivalent Benefit 
Account; ‘‘social security equiva-
lent benefits’’ defined. 

231o. Private pensions. 
231p. Free transportation. 
231q. Crediting service under Social Security Act. 
231r. Automatic benefit eligibility requirement ad-

justments. 
(a) Reduced benefits. 
(b) Additional eligible beneficiaries. 
(c) Reduced conditions of entitlement; 

expanded benefits. 
(d) Limitations. 

231s. Separability. 
231t. Short title. 
231u. Benefit preservation. 
231v. Repealed. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in title 42 sections 405, 415. 

SUBCHAPTER I—RAILROAD RETIREMENT 
ACT OF 1934 

§§ 201 to 208. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Sections 201 to 208, sections 1 to 8, respectively, of act 
June 27, 1934, ch. 868, § 1, 48 Stat. 1283–1286, were omitted 
pursuant to the decision in the case of Railroad Retire-

ment Board v. Alton R. Co. (Dist. of Col., 1935), 295 U.S. 
330, 55 S.Ct. 758, 79 L.Ed. 1468, declaring this subchapter 
unconstitutional. 

Section 201 defined terms for purposes of this sub-
chapter. 

Section 202 stated purposes of this subchapter and re-
quired a special report to be sent from the Railroad Re-
tirement Board to the President. 

Section 203 related to annuities paid under this sub-
chapter. 

Section 204 related to compulsory retirement. 
Section 205 related to employee contributions. 
Section 206 related to existing pension systems. 
Section 207 related to employee representatives. 
Section 208 related to retirement fund established 

under this subchapter. 
Provisions relating to refund of sums paid by rail-

roads and other carriers of the United States under this 
subchapter were contained in act June 1, 1938, ch. 315, 
§§ 1, 2, 52 Stat. 608. 

§ 209. Repealed. Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 
1966, 80 Stat. 649 

Section, act June 27, 1934, ch. 868, § 9, 48 Stat. 1287, es-
tablished a Railroad Retirement Board and set out its 
functions. 

§§ 210 to 214. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Sections 210 to 214, sections 10 to 14, respectively, of 
act June 27, 1934, ch. 868, § 10, 48 Stat. 1288, 1289, were 
omitted as unconstitutional. See section 201 of this 
title. 

Section 210 related to jurisdiction of certain courts. 
Section 211 related to exemption of annuities or 

death payments from legal process. 
Section 212 related to penalties for missed payments 

by carriers and has been omitted from the Code as un-
constitutional. 

Section 213 related to certain other penalties. 
Section 214 related to separability of provisions. 

SUBCHAPTER II—RAILROAD RETIREMENT 
ACT OF 1935 

CODIFICATION 

This subchapter was comprised of act Aug. 29, 1935, 
ch. 812, §§ 1–14, 49 Stat. 967 to 973, known as the Railroad 

Retirement Act of 1935, and was amended in its en-
tirety and completely revised by act June 24, 1937, ch. 
382, 50 Stat. 307. The act, as amended and revised, was 
redesignated the Railroad Retirement Act of 1937 and 
was classified to subchapter III of this chapter. The 
Railroad Retirement Act of 1935 continued in effect 
with respect to individuals granted annuities prior to 
enactment of the Railroad Retirement Act of 1937. It 
was specifically amended by act June 11, 1940, ch. 307, 
§ 2, 54 Stat. 264, and by act Aug. 13, 1940, ch. 664, §§ 2, 3, 
54 Stat. 785. 

§§ 215 to 228. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Sections 215 to 228 were omitted pursuant to the 
amendment and revision of act Aug. 29, 1935, ch. 812 by 
act June 24, 1937, ch. 382, 50 Stat. 307, known as the 
Railroad Retirement Act of 1937. 

Section 215, acts Aug. 29, 1935, ch. 812, § 1, 49 Stat. 967; 
June 11, 1940, ch. 307, § 2, 54 Stat. 264; Aug. 13, 1940, ch. 
664, §§ 2, 3, 54 Stat. 780, defined terms for purposes of 
this subchapter. 

Section 216, act Aug. 29, 1935, ch. 812, § 2, 49 Stat. 968, 
related to reductions in annuities of employees work-
ing beyond age sixty-five. 

Section 217, act Aug. 29, 1935, ch. 812, § 3, 49 Stat. 969, 
related to employees eligible for annuities under this 
subchapter. 

Section 218, act Aug. 29, 1935, ch. 812, § 4, 49 Stat. 969, 
related to annuities to representatives under this sub-
chapter. 

Section 219, act Aug. 29, 1935, ch. 812, § 5, 49 Stat. 970, 
related to death payments under this subchapter. 

Section 220, act Aug. 29, 1935, ch. 812, § 6, 49 Stat. 970, 
related to establishment of Railroad Retirement Board. 

Section 221, act Aug. 29, 1935, ch. 812, § 7, 49 Stat. 971, 
related to issuance of a special report on retirement 
system by Board. 

Section 222, act Aug. 29, 1935, ch. 812, § 8, 49 Stat. 972, 
related to establishment of Investigation Commission. 

Section 223, act Aug. 29, 1935, ch. 812, § 9, 49 Stat. 973, 
related to court jurisdiction under this subchapter. 

Section 224, act Aug. 29, 1935, ch. 812, § 10, 49 Stat. 973, 
related to assignability of annuity payments. 

Section 225, act Aug. 29, 1935, ch. 812, § 11, 49 Stat. 973, 
related to penalties under this subchapter. 

Section 226, act Aug. 29, 1935, ch. 812, § 12, 49 Stat. 973, 
related to separability of provisions. 

Section 227, act Aug. 29, 1935, ch. 812, § 13, 49 Stat. 973, 
related to authorization of appropriations under this 
subchapter. 

Section 228, act Aug. 29, 1935, ch. 812, § 14, 49 Stat. 973, 
related to short title of this subchapter. 

EFFECT OF AMENDMENTS TO SECTION 215 OF THIS TITLE 

Act June 11, 1940, ch. 307, § 2, 54 Stat. 264, provided 
that the amendment of section 215 of this title by act 
June 11, 1940, was to have the same effect as if it had 
been part of the Railroad Retirement Act of 1935 from 
its enactment on Aug. 29, 1935. 

SHORT TITLE; CONTINUATION AND EFFECT OF RAILROAD 
RETIREMENT ACT OF 1935 

Act June 24, 1937, ch. 382, §§ 201–205, 50 Stat. 318, 319, 
as amended by acts Oct. 8, 1940, ch. 757, title VI, pt. II, 
54 Stat. 1014; Apr. 8, 1942, ch. 227, § 10, 56 Stat. 207; Oct. 
30, 1966, Pub. L. 89–700, title I, § 111, 80 Stat. 1085, pro-
vided that act Aug. 29, 1935, ch. 812, §§ 1 to 14, 49 Stat. 
967 to 973, comprising subchapter II of this chapter, as 
in effect prior to amendment by act June 24, 1937, was 
to be known as the Railroad Retirement Act of 1935 and 
that such act, as amended by act June 24, 1937, was to 
be known as the Railroad Retirement Act of 1937, set 
out transitional provisions for adjudication of claims 
under both the Railroad Retirement Acts of 1935 and 
1937, and provided that the enactment of act June 24, 
1937 was to have no effect on members of the Railroad 
Retirement Board in office on June 24, 1937, except that 


